
Providing Evidence for Reading Targets  

 

Assessment Focus Question Prompts 

AF1  
use a range of strategies, including accurate 

decoding of text, to read for meaning 

 
Reading words on sight; self-correcting and 
showing awareness of punctuation. 

 Can you prepare and read aloud / perform a passage? 
 What does that word say? 
 What does that word / punctuation mean? 

 Does that make sense? 
 

THESE NEED TO BE ASKED BY AN 

ADULT 

AF2 
understand, describe, select or retrieve 

information, events or ideas from texts and 

use quotation and reference to text 

 
Recalling the main events/facts; identifying how 
characters behave; making connections between 
words and images; saying what they have found 
out and retrieving details from sections / 
paragraphs 

 What are the main ideas of the text? 
 Can you retell what happened? 
 Can you draw the events on a timeline / storyline / 

storyboard? 
 How did the/a character behave? 
 What additional information do the illustrations add? 
 What have you found out about (a subject) from 

reading this book? 
 Can you match the name with the description? 
 Can you draw and label the character / setting / 

object? 
 How many…? 
 What does…? 
 What happened before / after…? 
 

AF3 
deduce, infer or interpret information, 

events or ideas from texts 

 
Making predictions; connecting information and 
drawing out implied meanings; distinguishing 
between relevant and irrelevant information and 
using character clues to explain motives. 

 Put these events in the correct order 

 Finish the story /predict the next part 

 Why do you think the character behaved in that way? 

 How do you know…? 

 Find two examples to support your view 

 Some people think… what do you think? 

 What does the character’s behaviour / speech tell 

you about how they feel? 

 Is this a suitable title for the book? Why?  

 What does that suggest about peoples’ attitudes? 

AF4 
identify and comment on the structure and 

organisation of texts, including grammatical 

and presentational features at text level 
Using book conventions and organisational 
features to focus reading; tracing how ideas are 
linked and developed; finding information on 
screen 

 What makes the layout helpful to the reader? How 

effective is this layout? 

 Why is this in bold / italic etc? 

 What is the purpose of this caption / diagram / 

heading etc? 

 How is the poem structured? 
 How does the story open / conclude? 
 How do the characters / plot develop? 
 What happens in each setting? 
 Where / what will this hyperlink to? 
 How does the text attract the reader’s attention? 
 Can you label each part of the text with the correct 

heading / description of purpose? E.g. advertisement: 
which part invites the customer; explains the offer; 
adds encouragement? 

 Where can you find these types of text – caption, 

eye-witness account…?  



 

AF5 
explain and comment on writers’ use of 

language, including grammatical and literary 

features at word and sentence level 

 
Commenting on the effect of specific words and 
how they convey meaning (ideas, atmosphere, 
characters); discussing language patterns and how 
they contribute to meaning 

 How does this paragraph try to persuade, upset, 
create tension…? 

 Find a word, phrase, metaphor etc that describes / 

explains x 
 What is the effect of using this word / image on the 

reader? 
 What piece of music / image would you put with this 

poem / description? 
 What other words / phrases could the author have 

used? 
 What words / phrases would you use to create the 

opposite effect? 
 How could these words / phrases be arranged in a 

different way – is the impact still the same? 
 What is the impact of repeating this word / phrase? 
 What is the impact of this sentence structure / 

punctuation? 
 What does the word / phrase tell us about the 

character / event / object 

AF6 
identify and comment on writers’ purposes 

and viewpoints, and the overall effect of the 

text on the reader 

 
Responding to the whole text saying what they 
like / dislike; identifying the purpose of the text 
using evidence from the text 

 Do you think these words / phrases inform, persuade, 
describe etc? 

 Do you think the author agrees / disagrees with x and 

why? 
 How does reading x help you understand text y? 
 Can you explain what you like and dislike about the 

text? 
 What is the purpose of this text and who do you think 

it is written for? 
 What do you think the writer’s viewpoint is? 
 How effective is the writer in explaining their view? 

Why? 
 How does the author develop the argument? 

AF7 
relate texts to their social, cultural and 

historical contexts and literary traditions 

 
Identifying traditional characters, settings, text 
types and relate these (make connections) with 
other texts 

 What other stories / texts does it remind you of? 

 Have you ever been in the same situation? 

 What makes this the same as / different to title? 

 How is author’s version of the same story different 

to / same as this author? 

 How is the film and/or book or poem the same / 

different? 
 What does this story / poem / autobiography / non 

fiction text tell you about the workhouse? 
 Do you agree with the author’s view? 

 


