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Dear Parents and Carers, 

  

Firstly, I would like to thank you all! There is a delightful feeling of learning in every class 

in the school. Natural worries are reducing and it is really good to see the children 

being so happy and to hear their warm greetings as they enter the building. We have 

had two rounds of monitoring in maths and in reading so far this term. What a great 

and positive response from the children! I know, as a Head, that I am surrounded by 

staff who care deeply about every child here but it is from you, that your child comes 

to understand that school and learning is vital for their own future. So again - thank 

you for the support and encouragement you show the school and for everything we 

do to try to keep our whole community safe, but thank you even more for being such 

positive role models as you continue to support your child with their learning.  
 

Half way into the lockdown already; two weeks left to go and I do hope that you are 

all supporting each other as we try to get through this as safely and as best as we can. 

A vaccine sounds imminent so fingers crossed. 

 

I hope that you have noted the widening of the gates from the Year 3/4 playground. 

This came about because a couple of parents made this great suggestion so a big 

thank you for that. It is always good to approach members of staff on the playground 

with ways in which we can improve the situation we find ourselves in. 

Hands                            Face                             Space 

Please help Maidenbower Junior to continue to be a safe space environment for your 

children and our staff by ensuring that you and your family continue to space out on 

the playground and wear a mask if you are able to.  One person per child should 

enter the grounds for drop-off or pick up purposes.  

 

A reminder that if anyone in your household displays the symptoms listed below, then 

that person should get a test and in the meantime, everyone in the house should          

self-isolate from the first day of symptoms. If the test comes back positive the person 

with the symptoms needs to continue to self-isolate for 10 further days with the 

remainder of the household self-isolating for 14 days. If the outcome is negative, then 

all members of the household can return to ‘normal’ activities. 

Here is a quick reminder; 

 A high temperature, 

 A persistent cough, or 

 A loss of taste or smell 

 

Additional information can be found at: 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/get-a-test-to-

check-if-you-have-coronavirus 

 

If anyone in your family tests positive, please contact school as soon as possible. 
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Pizza Day 

The children are getting excited in readiness of their Pizza day next week – Year 3 and 

Year 5 on Tuesday 24th November and Year 4 and Year 6 on Thursday 26th November.  

Each class will go to the hall where they will be given their pizza for eating in their own 

classrooms with the usual supervision. I would like to say a big THANK you to our team 

of volunteer parents who sort out bookings, money, purchasing and serving to the 

majority of our children who absolutely love this and is the highlight of the term for 

many – a real treat. We are so pleased that this event, due to careful COVID-19 

planning, is able to go ahead. 

 

Parents Evening  

It is approaching the time of year when we host our autumn term parents 

evening.  Sadly, this will not be able to take the same format as previous years for 

obvious reasons, however we feel it is vital that every parent and teacher has the 

opportunity to talk about your child’s learning and their well-being in school.  This term, 

this will be communicated through telephone calls at an agreed time.  An email and 

invitation will be sent to you giving information about how to sign up on 

Teachers2Parents for a ten minute time slot.  If you feel a longer time is needed, 

please do not sign up as a call will be organised for another time that does not impact 

other people. 

When you sign up for a time, please type in the contact number that you would like 

the teacher to call, along with any particular questions or concerns that you would 

like to discuss (if any). 

On the day of the meeting, please ensure that you are available to take this call, 

which will either be from the school telephone number or possibly from a withheld 

number. 

If you are unable to make any of the time slots, or have any questions, please contact 

the school office to arrange another time. 
 

Autumn term Reports 

When each year group finish their parents evening, a report will be emailed home.  

The reports are a one-page document reflecting the conversations that you had with 

the class teacher and are written every term.  The report informs parents of your child’s 

effort and attainment in each subject and how well the child demonstrates the school 

values. Included in this are some targets for the child to work on to develop further.  

Some subjects may well have not been taught yet so these boxes will not be filled in.  

This may be because certain topics take place in certain terms, or it could be due to 

COVID, with other subjects having more time spent on them currently and so will be 

covered later in the year.  We hope the report keeps you as up to date as possible 

about your child's learning. 
 

December start up event 

We have joined an organisation called ‘Living Streets.’ I believe that Maidenbower 

Infant School is already a member. The idea is that each class will be provided with a 

travel tracker, tracking how often our children walk to school or use other active 

methods such as bike, scooter etc. The tracker records this and in turn, ‘Living Streets’ 

send us a badge (per week) for every child who uses active means on at least three 

occasions per that week. We know the importance of activity and of being outside, so 

I believe this is a fitting goal for us all to aspire to. All the best! 
 

Early Christmas card thoughts 

At MJS we normally put a post box for the Christmas card collections whereby children 

can post cards to a friend or member of staff and then Year 6 children take it in turns 

to sort and deliver. This year, being mindful of the unmentionable (!), a post box will be 

set up in all year group and Launchpad areas for the children to be able to post 



 

 

 

Christmas cards to staff and children in the first two weeks of December with the final 

posting date being Friday 11th December. This will leave the last week of term and 

after a suitable quarantine period, for children from the year group to have the time 

to safely sort and deliver. 
 

Maidenbower Bee Wild initiative 

Lastly, I wanted to share with you some good news that I hope you will be as happy 

about as I am. For a few years now, an area of the school grounds near to the dining 

hall and wind structure, has lain barren. Mr Turnbull (SENCo), Mr Buckley (Learning 

Lead for the Launchpad) and I have had many thoughts about turning the area into 

a sensory garden full of wild flowers and insects that will benefit us all mentally. I have 

tried, without success, to approach the Council and other organisations for help, but a 

recent approach from a newly formed group called Maidenbower Bee Wild, has 

given me the hope that together, and with YOUR help, we will be able to create a 

tranquil, calm and natural area of our school that will genuinely benefit the well-being 

of us all. I look forward to sharing more good news with you about this project and 

maybe there will be a number of you who would like to help in the clearing. We could 

do with donations from businesses to support clearing or to support the purchase of 

comfortable seating – anything to allow all of our children and the wider community 

to breathe in nature and destress. Please let me know if you can help in any way. 
 

As you know during the period of lock-down and for a period of time after the            

2nd December, we will be restricting all contact with visitors and parents to an email or 

phone call. 

Please remember, you can do this if you wish to contact any member of staff.   
 

Thank you for your continued support and stay safe. 
 

With best wishes, 

 

 
 

 

 

Elaine Jenkins     

Head Teacher 


