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Closer up

What do these pictures show?

Birds-eye view



2

What do these pictures show?

Archaeologist Basil Brown excavated (dug) these 

mounds in 1938 and 1939. 

Imagine you are Basil. Over the next few slides, 

you will see picture of what you uncovered. What 

object have you found?
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Imagine you are Basil. What have you found?
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Step back -

Now what 

do you 

think?
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Step further back

What have you 
discovered?
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It’s the imprint of an 
Anglo-Saxon boat. What 
an amazing find!

What is it made out of?
What was it used for?

What can we learn 
about the new 
inhabitants after 
discovering the boat?



The ‘dots’

• The soil in the trench was 
a different colour from 
the surrounding soil 
because it contained 
rotted wood.

• The long rows of ‘dots’ 
you saw were iron rivets 
(a kind of nail). 
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Where did this all happen?

• This excavation took place 
over 70 years ago, in 1939. 

• There was a large mound 
close to the River Deben at a 
place called Sutton Hoo in 
Suffolk.

• The archaeologists dug a long 
trench into the mound.

8



9



10



The boat was not alone. 

Whilst digging you and your 

team uncovered some other 

artefacts!

Lets take a closer look at 

them. 
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Artefacts
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Choose one object on the previous page.

Answer four of these questions about that object. Write your 

answes down, using full sentences.

1. What do you think the object was used for? Why?

2. What do you think the object is made of? Why?

3. Are there marks or images on it? If yes what and why?

4. Who do you think would have made this object? Why?

5. Do you think the object had a decorative or practical use? Why?

6. Would the owners have been rich or poor? Why?

7. Who do you think would have used the object? Why?

8. Do we still use these objects today?



What do the finds tell us?
Watch the short video 
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https://youtu.be/TX3dgT1l0Rg


Well done!

You have found out about the work of Basil Brown. He was an 
archaeologist – someone who excavates (digs) to find evidence 

from history. 

You have seen how he excavated a mound at a place called 
Sutton Hoo, and discovered priceless treasures!

He found the imprint of a boat. This boat was probably the 
burial place for an Anglo-Saxon king.

The treasures buried here included a helmet and a gold belt 
buckle.

The lesson ends here, but you can find out if your predictions were correct 
(and many more details about the artefacts) on the pages that follow.
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Length: 58.30cm (Stone bar only); 

Length: 82.00cm (incl metal 

fittings)
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Iron and tinned copper alloy helmet, consisting of 

many pieces of iron, now built into a reconstruction, 

forming cap, cheek-pieces, mask and neck-guard. 

Covered with panels of tinned copper alloy sheeting. 

The copper alloy sheets are stamped with various 

patterns including animal interlace, and warrior motifs 

depicted in two panels. Three different dies were 

used for the figural scenes and two for the interlace. 

The warrior motifs are known as the "Dancing 

Warrior" and "Fallen Warrior". A crest runs over the 

cap of the helmet and leads down the face in a 

straight line, forming the nose, which is gilt copper 

alloy. The crest itself is of iron and has gilt animal 

terminals at the forehead and back of the head, the 

animals having cloisonné garnet eyes. The iron crest 

and copper alloy eyebrows are inlaid with silver wire; 

the eyebrows have gilt zoomorphic terminals 

consisting of boar heads, and strips of garnet 

cloisonné work immediately above the eye sockets. 

The nose and mouth-piece are cast as one; they are 

made of parcel-gilt and partly tinned copper alloy, 

with engraved detail and silver inlay.
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Reconstruction of helmet

How it was found!



One spoon is inscribed Paul the 
other Saul

They are christening 
spoons

The owner at some time must 
have been Christian but the 
burial is pagan.
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Silver spoon of late classical type, with a moulded 

handle joined to the oval bowl by a vertically set disc. 

This disc has a rib extending along the back of the 

bowl. The handle is thin and rectangular, and ends in a 

terminal knop with two bands of beading preceding it. 

The top of the handle is inscribed +SAULOS or 

+PAULOS in Greek letters.
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They came from the 

country we now call 

France.

The thirty-seven coins in the Sutton Hoo purse are all 

Frankish, and are the only large deposit of coins from the 

Anglo-Saxon period before the introduction of an English 

coinage. The lack of duplication in the group is not 

remarkable given the huge number of Merovingian mints 

and moneyers and the wide date range, c.572 - c.625, of 

the pieces represented. It does however suggest that they 

were not withdrawn from active circulation but were taken 

from a treasure store, apparently containing a limited 

number of coins as the total required to pay the forty 

oarsmen and helmsman of the burial ship had to be made 

up in blanks and bullion.


