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Summary of Intent
MJS - The place to be…
All around MJS there are places of interest, challenge, wonder and reflection. Pupils are listened to and their
ideas are acted upon. The staff are committed to excellent teaching and have built an orderly and
enthusiastic community. The leadership of the school promotes an aspirational culture: one of belief that
our children can achieve more than they might have thought; knowing that education has the power to
change their lives positively and they are excited by this. Links with businesses support this intention.
Governors, parents, businesses and local people hold our school in high regard, and are involved in
productive discourse about its vision and performance

Our curriculum is a knowledge-led progression model. We teach for long-term
life learning. Through our curriculum we intend to teach the key concepts
within each specific subject progressively and based upon secure previous
knowledge within a broadly context based framework (i.e. through a topic, a
theme or a key question). This enables children to revisit and build upon the
key concepts at an increasingly deeper level as they move through the school.
In this way, children have the opportunity to make increasingly complex
connections in their learning across a range of contexts, resulting in rich and
deep learning that is transferable.
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“Education should be about broadening minds, enriching communities and advancing
civilisation. Ultimately, it is about leaving the world a better place than when we found it.”
– Amanda Spielman, June 2017
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At Maidenbower Junior School, the curriculum is designed to be inclusive with the
following key drivers;
 Recognition of children’s prior learning
 Purposeful first hand learning experiences
 The development of interpersonal skills
 Building resilience and respect
 Develop creative, critical thinkers
 Promote mental well-being through outdoor learning
Local offer
We are incredibly fortunate in our school grounds and position in Crawley and our curriculum
reflects this. Having a substantial amount of outdoor space affords us a range of different
areas including a ‘forest school’ area, pond and chickens and the development of a sensory
garden. All year groups have access to these and undertake a variety of activities through
a carefully structured outdoor learning plan. We also plan visits that make use of our local
shops, neighbourhood which show Crawley as a settlement. We see a noticeable impact on
how all of these areas support all children, particularly those with Special Needs.
Crawley has a diverse population allowing us to make visits to a local mosque, enhancing the
children’s understanding of cultural differences. We pride ourselves on making links with
local businesses who work with the children and have enabled us to plan our first Y6 Careers
Fair for Y6. We have a particular association with aeronautical engineering and Crawley
College for STEM activities.
We make excellent use of the local pool for swimming lessons in year 4 and 5 together with
Tilgate Park and Nature Centre which is within walking distance of the school.
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Having an SSC enables staff to access experts in behaviour management.
Statement of Curriculum Intent
Every child is recognised as a unique individual. We celebrate and welcome differences within
our school community. The ability to learn is underpinned by the teaching of basic skills,
knowledge, concepts and values. We constantly provide enhancement opportunities to engage
learning and believe that childhood should be a happy, investigative and enquiring time in our
lives where there are no limits to curiosity and there is a thirst for new experiences and
knowledge.
We are proud of the fact that our curriculum is inclusive. We support all of our children as
they aspire to be independent, resilient and confident in their learning and interactions,
enabling equality of access at a level that is appropriate to the individual.
Mathematics is an interconnected subject in which pupils move fluently between
representations of mathematical ideas. We teach mathematics through a ‘Teaching for
Mastery’ approach. Teaching for Mastery is underpinned by the belief that all children can
succeed with mathematics if they work hard. Teaching is interactive and procedural fluency
and conceptual understanding is developed in tandem. The approach fits well with our growth
mind set and metacognitive philosophy and also helps to reduce differences in attainment
for our struggling learners whilst at the same time offering rich mathematical opportunities
for all to acquire a greater depth of understanding.
Progress is based on the security of pupils’ understanding and their readiness to progress
to the next stage. Pupils who grasp concepts rapidly are challenged with an offering of rich
and sophisticated problems before any acceleration through new content. Those who are not
sufficiently fluent with earlier material, consolidate their understanding, including
additional practice, before moving on.
We offer a text-rich English curriculum in which children can learn and consolidate skills,
thus laying strong foundations in becoming motivated, aspirational, independent and
articulate pupils. Children are supported in the development of their reading skills. They are
encouraged to read and discuss a broad range of texts and given time to explore the
comprehensive and ever evolving school and class libraries. During the writing process, our
children are motivated to plan/share ideas and reflect upon their work, developing
independence, resilience and consolidating new skills. Read, Write, Inc (RWI) is used to
support children using whole words and phonics recognition as required for progress through
KS2 in reading and writing.
The curriculum intent for science is designed to use practical work to further understand
and develop key scientific concepts. By being given the time to reflect on their learning,
children are equipped with the skills and knowledge to make sense of the world around them
and with which, they can continue to draw on throughout their lives. All children are given
opportunities throughout each year to go beyond the curriculum to increase their own
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science capital. We involve local businesses as an entitlement across the children’s learning
wherever possible
Our geography curriculum is designed to inspire pupils to show curiosity and fascination
about the world and its people that will remain with them for the rest of their lives. Through
creative and collaborative activities, children will be equipped with knowledge about diverse
places, people, resources and natural and human environments, together with a deep
understanding of the Earth's key physical and human processes.
The teaching of history at MJS is designed to spark children’s interest in the subject so
that they are able to develop an appreciation and understanding of the past. The coverage
of topics set out by the National Curriculum has been organised to support children’s
awareness of chronology and their place in time. Children build on their knowledge from KS1
to learn about the history of Britain, before moving on to look more closely at the wider
world, allowing them to make connections, draw contrasts and analyse trends in greater
detail as they move through the Key Stage. Lessons are designed to be multifaceted –
including enquiry based learning, the handling of artefacts, multimedia resources, trips,
visits, as well as meaningful discussions which provide opportunity for careful questioning to
deepen learning and understanding. Above all, children should develop a passion for the
subject which they continue to foster as they move through their education and into
adulthood.
Our lessons provide a safe place for children to learn, safely express ideas, opinions, and
promote debate and discussion. This enables our children to learn to think for themselves
about British values and RE in a cultural and social way. Throughout the Key stage we make
connections between Christianity, Judaism and Islam. We also include an understanding of
non-Abrahamic religions – Sikhism and Hinduism.
At Maidenbower Junior School the intention is that children gain a firm understanding and
appreciation of what music is through listening, singing, playing, evaluating, analysing, and
composing across a wide variety of historical periods, styles, traditions, and musical genres.
Our objective at Maidenbower Junior School is to develop a curiosity for the subject, as
well as an understanding and acceptance of the validity and significance of all types of music,
and an unbiased respect for the expressive and artistic qualities that can be life-enhancing.
We are committed to ensuring children understand the value and importance of music in the
wider community, and are able to use their musical skills, knowledge, and experiences to
involve themselves in music, in a variety of different contexts. There is the opportunity for
private and group lessons which are provided by West Sussex musicians.
Computing at Maidenbower Junior School aim to deliver a fun; engaging and practical
approach to many of the technological aspects that are spread throughout our daily lives.
Due to the constant shifting of technology, the skills that are taught are always changing
and developing. The way in which we look to meet this challenge is to ensure that many of
these skills are spread throughout the year groups so that they can be linked to their
respective bi-termly topics and are easily accessible via the range of resources available to
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us. In addition to the inclusivity and importance placed on computer science, we have also
revised our teaching of digital literacy. In addition, each year group learns how to stay safe
online, as well as how to be responsible within the online environment. What we essentially
hope to deliver is a learner who is able to think logically; construct algorithmic instructions;
show an awareness of their impact on the online community and how to stay safe; use
technology such as cameras and audio equipment to capture, view and edit as well as be able
to confidently use a range of computer software and hardware that will allow them to carry
out vital tasks that they will likely need to adopt within their future daily lives.
Our inclusive PE curriculum is designed to inspire and motivate all pupils to participate in
sport. The content has been carefully thought through so that pupils build upon prior
learning, make connections and confidently develop their knowledge, skills and techniques
for a range of different physical activities and sports. Our lessons help to embed our core
values such as fairness, respect and team work. Children are encouraged to reflect where
improvements to performance can be made and how to evaluate and recognise their own and
others achievements. All children are given the opportunity to participate in after school
clubs and sporting festivals where they can try out new events as well as competitive sports
through our calendar of intra and inter events. Our aim is for all pupils to participate and
enjoy physical education as well as understand the benefits that being active can have on
their physical and mental health for them to lead healthy, active lifestyles now and in the
future.
Design and Technology prepares children to deal with tomorrow’s rapidly changing world. It
encourages children to become independent and be creative problem solvers and thinkers as
individuals and as part of a team. DT enables them to identify needs and opportunities within
society or the local community and to respond to them by developing a range of ideas and by
making products and systems to fit those needs. Through the study of Design and
Technology, they combine practical skills with an understanding of aesthetic, social and
environmental issues, as well as functions and industry. This allows them to reflect on and
evaluate past and present technology, its uses and impact. Two Design and Technology
projects are completed each year by each year group, one of these is a Food and Nutrition
project. Food technology helps our children to develop an understanding of where food
comes from, the importance of a varied and healthy diet and how to prepare this. We use
eggs from our free range chickens whenever possible. This follows the same design process
as DT. Children design products with a purpose and an intended user of the products in mind.
At Maidenbower Junior School, we value Art and Design as an important part of the
children’s entitlement to a broad and balanced curriculum. Art and Design provides the
children with the opportunities to develop and extend skills and an opportunity to express
their individual interests, thoughts and ideas. We hope that our high-quality art and design
education engages, inspires and challenges pupils, equipping them with the knowledge and
skills to experiment, invent and create their own works of art and to fully develop their
understanding of the visual language of Art. As pupils progress, they should be able to think
critically and develop a more rigorous understanding of art and design. They should also know
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how art and design both reflect and shape our history, and contribute to the culture,
creativity and wealth of our nation.
Through learning a modern foreign language, children develop their oracy by building an everincreasing vocabulary which they can then use to explore the grammar and structure used
within the French language. We are committed to teach an inspiring, progressive, challenging
and varied curriculum that fosters a child’s natural curiosity and deepens their
understanding of the world and its different cultures within it. The children feel safe and
become more resilient in expressing their ideas and thoughts and their growth in confidence
enables them to respond both aurally and through writing. Language teaching can provide
the foundation to inspire a love of languages and to equip children with the passion to want
to develop these skills further and work in other countries.
At MJS, PSHE with RSE is at the heart of our pupil’s emotional and social development and
well-being. Teachers deliver weekly sessions of PSHE using the Jigsaw scheme of work.
Jigsaw has six units of work each year, each building on the last. Jigsaw is age appropriate
and teachers have received training on how to deliver and adapt the units (when necessary)
to the needs of the children in their classes and in our particular setting. Alongside the
Jigsaw package, teachers use other resources to help safeguard the pupils in their charge,
such as the NSPCC PANTASAURUS lessons. These are used throughout the academic year
in each year group. The Jigsaw package links to the core values that are promoted and
embedded at MJS. (Please see above). These core values are explicitly taught across all year
groups and pupils are rewarded in class and assemblies if they demonstrate these values and
are seen to put them into action. The Jigsaw package includes a tool kit for assessment and
clear progression of skills. Children self-assess their understanding of each topic at the end
of each unit of work. This is recorded into their Jigsaw Journals. Teachers, Senior Leaders
and School Governors have received training on how to tackle Anti-Homophobic bullying and
challenging gender stereotypes.
Across all subjects, we offer a rich values-led approach where all individuals are equipped
with the right skills for life-long learning, knowing that there are no upper limits. We aim to
promote and inspire creativity through a progressive syllabus where children develop new
ideas and imaginative concepts whilst mastering transferable skills. Our children are
encouraged to develop as good citizens of the world and they leave our school with a sense
of belonging to a tightly knit community where they are able to reflect, self-evaluate and
make connections.
Aims


To ensure high quality teaching that enables the acquisition of skills, knowledge,
understanding and values which will be of use to future learning and living.



To promote, facilitate and enable the inclusion of children with disabilities and
special educational needs. ( In line with Equality Act)
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To provide an inclusive broad and balanced mastery curriculum providing
opportunity and challenge for high attaining children whilst supporting the good
progress of low attaining children; all pupils acquire content through variation,
collaboration and differentiation.



To promote a wide range of enrichment experiences through visits, speakers
and businesses which enable children to make connections between all forms of
learning both now and in their futures and to be reflective when considering
the ways in which they learn and the skills they are to develop.



To give opportunities to all children to share their experiences both in and out
of the classroom and to rehearse language structures both orally,
collaboratively and through written media, thus providing scaffolding for
children who lack rich experiences.



To develop lively and enquiring minds through encouraging children to question
and discuss issues, in order to make informed decisions.



To promote positive attitudes, good behaviour and moral understanding. To
nurture self – esteem so that children are motivated to learn and to learn and
to develop an ability to co-operate and work with others.



To ensure our children understand about how to keep themselves safe and that
our systems and procedures support this aim.

Our Values
We expect all pupils to follow our school values of;
Responsibility
Curiosity
Respect
Resilience
Tolerance/Relationship
Growth
Learning Environment
 To raise the profile of the 6 values throughout the wider learning environment.


To explore and promote the use of interactive Learning Journey and Working Wall
displays, within the classroom and shared areas so that children are actively involved
in recording their own learning and can refer to them to further their learning and
make connections.
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To ensure that our learning environment supports an inclusive approach to learning
and development.

Implementation
Our curriculum is creative, connected and purposeful. It focuses on developing depth of
learning and mastery of content. This enables teachers to remain with the subject/topic for
longer; ensuring pupils have mastered the content and skills before accelerating into new
material. Each topic is driven by a particular curriculum subject: Science, History or
Geography with writing as a wrap-around focus. We use a range of resources and strategies
to support a knowledge, enquiry and values rich curriculum program.
We use;
 The Primary National Curriculum 2014 and Ofsted curriculum commentary.


Rich texts to support our curriculum.



White Rose and NCETM Maths.



Active learning through collaborative activities.



‘Whole School Curriculum Knowledge Map’ to plot the content covered from year 3 to
year 6 for each individual year group and each curriculum area and is published on our
web-site. This is broken down carefully and opportunities to promote greater depth
are available throughout. It enables us to ensure balance and progression across the
school and to identify cross curricular links, outdoor learning and opportunities for
educational visits.



The agreed RE syllabus 2020-25

SEN and Inclusion:
 To maximise each pupil’s potential to be as independent as possible


To ensure all pupils can engage, progress and achieve within their learning



To enable all pupils to develop their knowledge and skills in; maths, science, English &
linguistics, technological, human & social, physical, and aesthetic & creative learning
opportunities



To promote the intellectual, personal, spiritual, moral, social, cultural and physical
development of all pupils, together with their sense of citizenship and their place
within the school, wider community and modern Britain (In line with Equality Act 2010)



To prepare all pupils for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of adult
life

Assessment:
Assessment is not a singular activity; it is both about the measurement of performance at
a given point in time and the ongoing process of Assessment for Learning (AfL). These
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assessments are against National Curriculum objectives to ascertain whether children are
working at age related expectation in Reading, Writing, Maths and SPaG.
We have data collection points during the school year, enabling teachers to use assessments
and wider evidence to develop a comprehensive picture of where the child is currently
working in relation to age related expectations. (Although ongoing assessment takes place
during every lesson, summative judgements are made during data collection points three
times a year.) A combination of daily observations, children’s work in books and more formal
assessments give evidence for the teacher to decide whether each child is working at agerelated expectations against national criteria.
SLT and SENCo hold termly Pupil Progress meetings to talk about each child’s learning and
set up any interventions that would accelerate learning for groups and individuals in order
to match interventions and ensure staff are supported.
Assessment in foundation subjects occurs as ongoing formative assessments and lighter
touch summative assessments in the form of quizzes and questioning during lessons. Teacher
assessments are recorded on topic brain buster sheets which support prior knowledge, selfreflection and metacognition. The brain busters are found in children’s own topic books.
We track all pupil performance and in particular identify those pupils at risk of
underachievement. Additionally we also ensure that children have exposure to a mastery
curriculum and have the opportunity to accelerate capacity and are able to work towards a
deeper level of understanding and increased independence.
We regularly meet as a school to discuss age related targets and to moderate examples of
work. We also work with locality schools to ensure agreement with age related expectations
in core subjects.
Impact:
We build a self-evaluative and self-reflective community where year groups audit and
evaluate the impact of their own teaching and the experience of the learners through the
focus on a particular area at a time. This audit/monitoring from the year groups takes place
every half term with its primary focus being maths, reading and writing. Additional
monitoring is used by Senior Leaders to understand what and how particular groups of
children are learning and is more dependent on analysis of data. Foundation leads monitor
the wider curriculum areas, ensuring that our intentions are being delivered successfully.
Monitoring through Teacher Learning Conferences and Book Looks are planned into staff
meeting time with year groups requiring to examine the direct impact of their teaching and
to make quick changes as required.
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An engaging and purposeful
curriculum

The
Learner
Teacher as
Learning
Facilitator

Signed by:
Elaine Jenkins
Headteacher

Signed by:
Pat Wright
Chair of Governors
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AfL
Assessments
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Maidenbower Junior School – Year 3

Topic

Curriculum and Trips Overview 2020-21

Autumn 1

Autumn 2

Spring 1

Spring 2

Summer 1

Summer 2

Geography- Human,
Physical and Local

Science- Sound

History- Stone Age

History- The Romans

Science- Plants

Science- Human Body
The Wonderful World
of Roald Dahl

Title

Location! Location!

The Sound of Science

We Will Rock You

The Romans

Let’s get Curious

Key Text

The Big Book of the UK/
The Pirate Cruncher

Dad and Me in the
Morning/ Moses Goes
to a Concert

How to Wash a Woolly
Mammoth/The Wild
Way Home

TBD

TBD

George’s Marvellous
Medicine

TBD

TBD

TBD

English Writing
to entertain
to inform
to persuade

Non-fiction about the
UK and Crawley.
Purpose: to inform
Description of a
Monster using the Pirate
Cruncher as a stimulus.
Purpose: to entertain

Turning a story into a
free verse poem.
Purpose: to entertain

Instructional writing
to entertain
to inform
to persuade
Diary Writing
Purpose: to entertain

Maths

Place value
Addition and
Subtraction

Addition and
Subtraction
Multiplication and
Division

Multiplication and
Division
Money
Statistics

Length and Perimeter
Fractions

Fractions
Time

Properties of Shape
Mass and Capacity

Possible Trips / visits /
community

Bridgton sea front

-

Portals to the Past
Workshop- Stone Age

Rainbow TheatreRoman Workshop

Wakehurst Place

Just Different Workshop
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Maidenbower Junior School – Year 4

Curriculum and Trips Overview 2020-21

Autumn 1

Autumn 2

Spring 1

Spring 2

Summer 1

Summer 2

Topic

Space (Science)

Forces (Science)

Anglo-Saxons
(History)

Vikings (History)

Mountains
(Geography)

Rainforests & Deserts
(Geography)

Title

What’s Out There?

How Does It Work?

Where Do We Come
From?

The Invention of Hugo
Cabret by Brian Selznick

Beowulf by Michael
Morpurgo

Key Text

Planetarium by
Raman Prinja
Professor Astro Cat’s
Frontiers of Space by
Dominic Walliman

English Writing
to entertain
to inform
to persuade
Maths

Poetry (1 week)
Explanation texts

Where Do We Come
From?
The Dragon’s Hoard
by Lari Don

Let’s Go on an
Adventure
Asha and the Spirit
Bird by Jasbinder Bilan

Erik the Viking by
Terry Jones

Poetry (1 week)
Descriptive writing
Persuasive Letter
Short story

Poetry (1 week)
News report (tv)

Poetry (1 week)
Short story / saga

Let’s Go on an
Adventure
The Great Kapok Tree
by Lynne Cherry
Hansel and Gretel

Poetry (1 week)
Diary

Poetry (1 week)
Persuasive Letter
Fairy tales
Campaign – letters,
posters, leaflets

Place value
Addition/subtraction

Addition/subtraction
Length/perimeter

Multiplication/Division

Area Fractions

Fractions
Decimals

Decimals
Money Time

Statistics Shape
Position/direction

Multiplication/Division

Science

Trips / visits /
community (est. cost
£30,
excluding residential)

Earth & space Light

VR solar system tour
(£5) (currently booked 3/11
– trying to move to late
Sept/early Oct)

Herstmonceux Science
Centre and
ObservatoryTBC(£15)
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Forces

Boeing workshop TBC
(£0)

Electricity

Museum of London TBC
(£7)

Living things and
their habitats
Peter the Merciless
(Viking artefacts) (£3)

Residential
Forest Schools (Tilgate
Forest and MJS site)

Forest Schools
(Tilgate Forest and
MJS site)

Maidenbower Junior School – Year 5
Autumn 1

Curriculum and Trips Overview 2020-21

Autumn 2

Spring 1

Spring 2

Summer 1

Topic

Natural disasters
(Geography)

Materials (Science)

Ancient Egypt

Ancient Islam (History)

Title

Code Red Danger
Ahead

Wizards v Scientists

Mysteries of The Nile

The Golden Age

What You Survive?

What Happens Inside
Us?

Pharaoh’s Fate

Arabian Nights

Survivors

Pig Heart Boy

Key Text

Range of texts

Fantastical Beasts

English Writing
to entertain
to inform
to persuade

News articles
Non-chronological
reports

Narrative writing

Maths

Topic content

Place value
Addition
Subtraction

Volcanoes
Rivers Water
cycle

Trips / visits /
community (est. cost
£30,
excluding residential)
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Bough Beech

Statistics Time
Multiplication and
division

Exploding books
Diary writing

Multiplication and
division
Fractions

Ir/reversible changes
Artefacts Pharaohs
Sorting materials Working Mummification Conflict
scientifically

Harry Potter Studio Tour

Story telling
Short sties

Fractions
Decimals and
percentages

The Round City
Islamic Craft The
House of Wisdom
The Fall of Baghdad

Mosque visit

North America
(Geography)

Summer 2

Survival stories

Human Body
(Science)

Non-fiction writing
Pop up books

Decimals
Shape

Position and
direction Converting
units of measure
Volume

Map work
Weather and climate
Physical and human
geography
Crawley comparison
Death Valley / Rocky
Mountains

Puberty Healthy
Living
Circulatory system
Digestive system

Forest School work

Maidenbower Junior School – Year 6
Topic
Title

Curriculum and Trips Overview 2020-21

Autumn 1

Autumn 2

Spring 1

Spring 2

Summer 1

Summer 2

History – WW2

Science - Evolution

Science – light

Science – electricity

History

Geography

It’s all Greek to me!

It’s all Greek to me! /
Let’s talk

Various information books
and myths

Various information
books and myths

War, what is it good
for?

Where do we come
from?

How do we see
things?

Letters from the
Lighthouse

Can you see me?

Coraline

Key Text

How did we get
here?
The boy at the back
of the class

Nuffield health

English Writing
to entertain
to inform
to persuade

Maths

Trips / visits /
community (est. cost
£34,
excluding residential)

WW1 poetry
Evacuee story

Diary (x 2 or 3) –
different perspectives
Letter

Recount Play script

Persuasive letter

Greek myth
Non-chron

Play script

Mini-story
Blog post/ tweet (if
time permits)

Place value and four
operations

Fractions Geometry

Evacuee day,
includes Rainbow
theatre

Immersion – fossil man
and dissection

Newhaven fort
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Decimals
Percentages Algebra
Bikeability

Measure
Ratio

Geometry Stats

Greek day, includes
Rainbow Theatre

Investigations

Showcase
Transition
Sports Day
Residential

